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| To the READER: 


6 & Hat I have written this Pampblet,is plain: 
and the Reaſon 748 plain, in Anſwer 
mm. _ t0 one Printed with His Grace the Duke 
of Buckingham's Name, wherein I think he hath 
not rightly: informed himſelf, or his Readers. I 
have no Apology to make for the Printing of it,but 
only that I think a Sore always wants a Plaiſter 
till it hath got one.Of how dangerous Conſequence 
to Religion, and the Peace of the State, ſuch Ar- 
guments may prove, hope his Grace did not give 
himſelf leave to conſider. And ſhould he take the 
pains to do it, it is not to be expetied he ſhoultl 
draw both Bill and Anſwer, and att for the Plain- 
tiff and Defendant ſucceſſrvely one after another. 

How pernicious an Animal this Mountain and 
Wild Conſcience hath been to England, is too well 
known, and how fatal Toleration would be,T hope 
in a few words to make evident in the enſuing 
Papers. And the Nation being in a fair way of 
Compoſure, the ſtirring of this extravagant Fer- 
ment, which hath run us into: ſo many Fevers of 
State, 'ſeems very unſeaſonable at this time, and 


requires ſomething to precipitate the Lees of Sedi- 


tion, and keeping them from riſing again, and 
turning the Wine of our Hopes into the V megar 
of Deſpair. A 2 My 


% 


ow 


| My Opiriion in theſe points having ever been dia-. 


metr ically oppoſite to thoſe of his Grace's Paper 
and having been long convinced, that nothing 
could more effeftually contribute to the Ruin of 


this Monarchy, Church and State,than Toleration 
and Liberty of Conſcience, I have prevailed upon 


my ſelf to expoſe my thoughts to the publick View 


fa 
\ 


and Cenſure upon this Subjet and Occaſion,as be- | 


ing thoroughly perſwaded I am in the Right ,as.to 


the main, and not much ſolicitous for the fate of 
five or fix hours Paper, which the Ingenuous will 
pardon, if it be not exatt; and the Rigorous would 
condemn, tho an Angel had writ it. © _ 
That I do not affix my Name t0 it, is becauſe I 
do not deſign to be known. And tho 1 am not a- 
ſhamed to have writ it, or think it will do me any 


diſreputation, yet I am unwilling to ſeem arrogant 


in attempting to anſwer a Perſon of ſo Great a 
Charatter, and ſo Celebrated a Name; to whom I 


defire to be known under no other Name than that 


f, 


His Grace's moſt, Humble Servant; . 
And a moſt True Friend to the 
Intereſt of ENGLAND. 


(1) 


A SHORT 


ANSWER 


To His GRACE the 


D. af BUCKINGHeA M's rl : 


Concerning Religion, Toleration, UG. 


Tisa pretty odd Adyenture, to fee a 
Perſon of His Grace's High Chara- 
&ter and Parts, . enter the Liſts, and 
adyahce himſelf the Champion of 

ſome things ſo much out of Countenance 

and Reputation, that even thoſe who for- 
merly owned them , would take it un- 
kindly not to be thought wholly to have - 
forſaken and abandoned them. And in 

truth, /higgiſm in both its dreſſes of 7o- 

teration and Perſecution, which made her 

1o amiablc to the Noble Peer, and others, 

| B n 


in the days of Aſſociation, is now with 
| ſorrow. become {& abominably - fuperan- 
*- nuated, that ſhe looks like a Caſt Miftriſs, 
{corned and contemned even by the Por- 
ters: and Footmen : and it can be nothing 
but pure compaſſion and pity, ſure, that _ 
procures her ſach a Glorious Prote- 
Ctor. | | 

Bur 1s it not as odd an Adventure, . to - 

ſee any perſon ſo bold, as to think upon . 
| ſuch great diſadvantages, of coping with 
ſo diſproportionate a Combatant , as a- 
Peer of the higheſt Rate of England, 
whereby . he nuſt render himſelf liable 
not only to all the force of Wit and Senſe, 
but 1t: he does not. well guard Iymfclt with-. 
all Deceney and Difcretion, to- the.fatal. . ' 


ng And 1in truth, if 1 


on the Armour of Confſci Sf i durſh 


' never have taken up his Grace's Gantler : 


But I eſteem my ſelf invulnerable- under 

that. Mail, ine contin believe 

my Lord would not.for an unwary lip 
\ . prove. 


h 


(3) 
- prove himſelf an Antichriftian, by perſe- 
curing an innocent perſon, purely for 
what he beheves his Religion exacts from 


him; eſpecially conſidering , that his 


Grace's Maxim 1s infallible, which affures 
us, 7 hat no man.believes, | becauſe he has a 
mind to do fo, but becauſe his Fudgment be- 
ing convinced, he cannot chuſe but believe 
it, whether he will or not. Nor do 'I be- 
heve, ſhould I be criminal in point of De- 


terence Or Good Manners towards Is 
Grace, - that he would 'by animadyerting 


ſcyerely upon me, undo what 'he-hath' fo 
publickly owned, as an Opinion of which 
be hath- been long convinced ; and to con- 


fute"the labour of his brain by any a&ti- 


 0n--diamerrically oppoſite-to his Hypothe- 
' fis. But tor fear of the worſt, neither my 
 Narure or Education-inclimng_ me to any 


thing difobliging, much leſs rude; I will 
_ take care of my felt: And tho Icannot, 
1n approaching ſo near his Grace, be pro- 


cul a ove, yer I will be ſure to keep my 


elf procul a fulmine: And I ſhould be 
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(4) 
yery angry with my felf, if Thould ſay a- 
ny thing, which even his Grace mar thin! 
| beneath the Digmty of his High Chara 
&er, for which I profeſs a moſt profounc. + 
Veneration and Reſpect. | 


And my Lord hab the Agreſlor, ih 
know he will not be diſpleaſed, ſince we 
differ mightily 1 Opinion about Religi. 
on, if I endcavour to defend! my Belick 
which I cannot help, very warmly, and 
with. ſome Opinionatre. : And ſhould 
1-chance to pretend to be Comical and 
Pleaſant now and then, (a Contagion no 
man can almoſt cfcape that comes but 
near his Grace's Pen, which eyen in this. 
ſerious matter, . 1s very facctious); I hope 
he will look upon it but as my being 
ſtung with the Tarantula of. his Paper, 
which may make me dance and caper, 
even contrary to my Nature and Inclina- 
tion, by the ſecret ſympathy that is 1n the. 
unaccountable poiſon of being Witty. 


I con-. 


($7 } ; 

T confeſs, my Lord writes with that 
caking air and pleaſantneſs, that it is im- 
poſſible not to be delighted with it. But 
not to flatter his Grace , 'tis too much of 
that nimble Contexture, and ſeems to 

want not only the temperamentum ad 
pondus, but the pondus it felt; and to 
make it in any meaſure currant, muſt 
have many Grains not only of Salt, but 
of Allowance too. And in truth, I can- 
not wonder to ſee a Peer write of Religi- 
on, en Cavalier ; but do as much wonder 
\ to ſee a Noble Cavalier writing of Religt- 
on, as I ſhould to ſee a Blew-Apron-Knight 
correcting Euclids Elements, or a Coun- 
trey-Clown drawing up Maxims of Poli 
ticks or Navigation. I cannot be induced 
to believe our Noble Auchor hath made 
Polemical Divinity, or the abſtruſe Noti- 
ons of the Schools any one Scene: of his 
_ diverſion ; and therefore his Reaſonings 
arc witty and pleaſant, but not at all con- 
cluding ; his Notions are very fine, and 
many of them very natural and true, buc 

| not . 


(s.) 
not too Logical... His Grace ſeems only , 
to havedone it as an Eſſay for his own 
diverſion; and therefore hath not attend- 
ed the Conſequences which will neceſſa- 
rily and inevitably follow from his Con- 
ceptions, to the great difadyantage not 
only of Religion, which he would ſup- 
port, but eyen- the Politick Frame , and 
- Conſtitution , and Government of the 
World. I was onee acquainted with an 
airy Gentleman, who would diſcourſe 
nughty agreeably, and loved to main- 
tain divers odd Opinions : and if at any. 
time he wasrun a-ground by.Conſequen- 
ces drawrrfrom -his :Poſitions, the would 
cry, a Pox pon Conſequences ; T hate theſe 

. Conſequences : But I have. more Honour 
for his Grace, than to believe” him to be 
of - that Gentleman's humor. = 
_-I donot defign to read. an Anatomical 
Le&ute:upon Tis Grace's Paper, or. curi- 
. oufly to-deſe& each Nerve and Muſcle, 
I hate haſhmg of Books, and ſerving 
them up wich Limon and Anchovres, and 
— 2 alt 


(7 ) 

ſhall content my ſelf without diſtorting: 
his Senſe, or weighing every Period, and 
ſcanning. every Line, to deliver my 
thoughts of it in the Lump; and ſhall. 
for # ſake of method, offer theſe things, 
as being. the main matters wherein 1 
rake the Liberty -todiffer from his Grace's 
Sentiments. - 

Firft, I preſume to ſay, That his Grace 
has taken a very improper Mcthod in the 
whole, to confute the witty Atheiſt, or to- 
. eſtabliſh Religion. 

Secondly , That his Maxme- concern-_ 
ing Antichriftianiſm., and. the Nature 
of Perſecution. for difterences in Opini- 
on, is. built upon an evident miſtake of 
the Nature; Reaſon, - Intention, and Ne-. 
ceſſity-of thoſe humane Laws, which pu- + 
niſh Difſenters ; and which: they and his. - 
Grace call Perſecution. 

And Thirdly, That the Tolcration of - 
ſeveral Opinions, which in his three _ 
Queries, he ſeems to preſs as neceſſary, 
both upon a Religious and Ciyil account, 


Is :- 


0 


(8) 
. 1s utterly inconſiſtent with both thoſe 
ends. ns» | 

For the firſt, in which the whole body 
of the” Book conſiſts, that I may an- 
{wer conciſely after my Lords method of 
. writing 3 The Poſition upon which his 
Grace goes of proving a Deity, and eve- 
ry man carving out the meaſure. of his 
own Worſhip, 1s too ſhort in matter 

of Argument, and too long in point 
of Allowance. The changeableneſs of 
the World falls as much ſhort of dif- 
proving .its Eternity, as the ſeveral mu- 
tations -of -his Grace's Body from his 


_ Infancy: to this Age, does 'of proving, 


that he is not the ſame George Puke of 
Bucks, 'that he was fourty years ago ; 
nor if he takes notice of the-whole Sy- 
ſtem of the Univerſe, of which this Sublu- 
nary Body wherein we are,ts but an incon- 
{iderable point, he will find no ſuch great 
Alterations, but that a witty Atheiſt may 
ſay with St. Peters ſcofters, Al things con- 
tinue as they were; and 1t may as well have 

- ; been 


[5] 
been always ſo, -and continue always ſo as 
we ſee it-does, notwithſtanding thar change- 
ableneſs. Now if I were to' diſcourſe an 
Atheiſt about the Worlds Eternity, I would 
urge ' him with' this Argament; If the World 
be Ecernal, then it muſt ' of - neceſlity be the 
Sapreme and Ultimate Being and Caule of 
1ts- own Exiſtence : for if we ſuppoſe ano- 
ther Being before it, it is not Erernal. Now 
if' it -be" the ' Supreme Being , 'it muſt noe 
ohely have all the' Attributes, which' neceſ- 
farily fall in with the Conception and Na- 
tural Tdea-'of ſuch a [Noble and Glorious 
Bſſehce; but many more than we can: imagine 
or conceive, and 'not- onely' ſo,” but ''every 
part of it muſt have all theſe perfeQions in 
the higheſt” meaſure, and even. D blind v an 
furtheft flights of Reaſ6n; Fancy, and'Ima- 
tion.; ſuck as are Invifibility', ; Impaſli-- 
_ , Juſtice, Power, Mercy, and Goodneſs, 
a a thouſand others which, no Atheiſt can 
be ſo loſt to Senſe as to believethe World 
either inthe whole, or in part; can be poſſeſ-' 
 ſedof, Can the Sun, the Moon," the Stars, 
the Earth, or any of them reward or pu- 
niſh? Are —_ not all feparately and con- 


_ junly 


fro]. 
zaudtly Infenfble and  Inanimate,?. Nor 
will the hirtle 'Story;-af the Anime Mundi 
come in at a dead lift, to help the. grol- 
ſer matter, And he who ſuppoſes ſuch a 
Being, feparite and diſtin from the: Heavy 
Marter, grants what he denies, and ſyppoles 
a Sapetioue Being to the World which Ads, 
Regulates, and Governs i in all its Ati- 
ons'; and than the difficpley will retarn. of 
tbe five; Bternabs,;; which thall have the 
upper hand Whether they AR freely or 
veetſihrily2 If necolyily,' they muſt haye 
_ Gil-Giede [Superitay' te mpoſ,thar pereſſe | 
-. CF 'gpdithes ol} 8 Joſt. th FARRSHAY+ AGF 
ardinato;; Powers, ans :may::refulg $a, AGs 
aid: ghenwhat bacothes of the. acher Þ. — 
mixſt_achi of nedefiity ceaſe; 20 Þe 3 | 
a thouſand other: inexrricable diflignloes' ang] 
iipaſſityilicjes ill dollaws,. 99. long 5. be 


hire billed wpony}.; 


.:.$9\ thay. to. mes; "the. pip wank, vt. wor 
_— perfection which: maG; leo ii; the 
_ pe. Beiog, an& whith! # pajely Nie 

| NN ie. Wal ia gpalg. be. 
garment, that it is ant the Supceme, Being: 3 
E i. wok Joke 3. Superigyr,. # oſt 


[1m] 


fall”. ibrt/ of 'that Superiour Bemg - in inch. 


cilEatikt point of Perſettioh Erctnity. For 


the mind of Maii''can by tio Aft be. pets 
ſwadedi;to: believe the: fooliſh imagination 
of An-\infinite :Seties of Cauſes, one 'hangs 
ing ike: Links: ty a Chain upon ariother ; 
but - mu# \at laſt. come to a' point, 
there, mu}. be one; Uiitimate , Sapreme 
and Abſoluttly: Perfedt Caufe of ak Things \ 
which ſince: neither » the Wold , Thing 
Attime Mimdi- are ca pable of, or really po 
ſeffed of thoſe: pefabit it mult be:lome« 
what Superiour to them in aff Things, 'and 
in this of Priority of Exiſtence, which thY 
whole World; with an Univerſal eqſens hath 
owned to-be the Divinity. 
Bat his. Grace bring I hope 9. che 
great diſappoiptment onr' witty  A- 


heiſts,, found out a G © DB by his a | 


of- Reaſoning ; ;. winck I ds not intend to 
diſturb, but to-mprove': I can by no means 
be. mduced' to:.be of tis Opinion in his 


DeduQiens, coaceming the: Adoration and 


Weoeftip' of ths Bleficd: Being. | Foy" iin 
erat if this: Argumentation be'aFflowed iced! 
and:condladiog;, | heve* is as fair'a Plea for thiy 

& 2 _— 


# 


= 
. Alchoran; as vthe.; New-Teftament ,.. for: Pythge 
geras his-Golden.Verles, to be as gaod . Ni- 
vinity as Saint Paul:s.Epifiles.' For.if. I. be 
. not miſtaken :in/ what. hisvGrace:calls ;tbat 
part. of 48) which. is . neare$t-a kin to the Ne- 
ture of God and. the Inftin} of a Diety , 
which is. to be qur Guide and', DireGlor in 
choaſeng the be$i. 'may for-our Religions, Wor- 
ſeip:: of iGod. 36 which mamediately, after he 
tells ns, highly conterns every man to oxamine 
feriouſly .whioh is the. bed . Way of: Worfſbip- 
ping-\and Serving. of Gad ;, that . is, a2nhich 
-#:the-befhiReligion: Fhis muſt be Humane 
Reaſon; and; not Humane Reafon - as re- 
gulated : by.,any: Publick. and- Political Rea- 
ſon ef a Community.,. ..but accarding :.25. c- 
very. private pefſons. Reaſon. ſhall : diftate 
to him; and: then his conſequence :is,) Thar 
it 7s one of the greate$t Crimes. a- man can 
bs. guikty. of, . to. force:. us #0: Aft or Sin. again 
that Inflin# of Religian;. and fomething . 4 
kin to the Sin again$i the Holy. Gho$t. Now 
did: I. not; behieve. that his. Grace is out of -. 
his Minority, I ſhould ſuſpe@ the Penfolwanize 
had; Tutor'd him with, this QuakeriſticalDi- 
winity. ' But whether it-be ſo: or. Not, here 


AFC 


WEH | 
-aretheſe' incyitable Conſequences will. follow 
£m this Poſition: Firſt, that Reaſon is the 
-fole Guide.of every-mans Religion. Second- 
hH;ithat Divine Revelation is-not-neceffary.to.__ 
- Salyation: - - Thirlly;: that-it ts a moſt horrid 

| Sin-to leadi-men out of the:Errours to: which: 
- Natural Religion- and bare: Reaſon muſt of 
'acceſfiry lead men, ſince + its: deprayation.. 
- Fourthly,'That men-who belieye.a God, and. 
 followithe--diQates of Reaſon- in. :his, Wor- 
ſhip, may be-ſaved in any, - in all Religions, 
provided they-know. not a bettei : ForReafon, 
wilt: never,''can never lead: us tor the knows-: 


ledge of:the belief, of a: Trinity, the-Licar-- 


. . bation; Death, Paſſion , Reſurre&ion', - Al 


eention,; or : Diviniry. :of ;the Son of God, 
the: Saviourof tle World: And how: ipro- 
kfick a Parent.of fdolatry, Superſiition, Will-. 
_ worſhip,. and a. thouſand--abfurdities -in ,Reg-- 
igion Humane Reaſons, alktimes, all places, 
' all ages of thei World convigce us i ” ny be-: 
youd the poſſibility of a Denial, 
Now had Lbecnta follow his Ml blow, 
upon: the, gaining, of, the/Poſtulation: of the 
ofa. Supreme atid-Perteft-Powery and 
his ſaſtice, Goodneſs, iand:'Meftey ;- being 
= ſuch: 


5 


44 
ſch apeolative: Attributes of: his Efſence: - 
- ſhoald have ſent my-Enquirer another Road. 
Andfirſt upon. his granting a God his perie- 
Gions andthe? obligations of Flumane Nature 
coi bien, :I-fhould have' told himfhar. heiconkd 
noe bur grant: by che ſtrength. ob-.his.own. 
| Reafon, that this:excellene Supreine Being: 
ouphe-to he worſhipped and:Adored , 3s che 
groatelt BenefaGtor to: Mankind; that his Fa- * 
vour/ *was'ts be had at any Rare, as che-moſt 
Supreme dogree of . Happineſs iand SakfacQi- 
61-2: Bionu his Juſtice -b ſhonld have arg 
chas ſo preac Goodneſs and: Juſtice; rhe Re 
warddr of Vittue and; Panifher. of: Vice, who 
loves:thoſe that love him, and. therefore ſerve 
him+; could not. pollitly teave that. Noble 
Creqtirediaty, to: whom he had commiun#- 
cated/ſamerhing ſo:nexr a kinto. his wa Na 
tures, -withour ome manifeRation: of his wif 
aad ptralare , and: howi ho might: be ſerved 
acceptably.: I{hould:have fexr him vo nquive 
if any ſuch thing-were to be':found , and as 
moog:atithe vasicey; recommended thofe wri- 
tings which have Antiquity; and tho: greaceſl 
agrecabteneſs/toi the Divine Natuse:,/ ap'the 
Gewvin mas of tho benipniry: of _ 
Ju 


juſt! and [merciful God. © '] mean the Holy. 
Writaps bf the In{pwed Pen-men, Pacriarchs, 
Proplicts, - Apeſtſes,; and Evangelifts, ' wha 
give; ſich {lnmigatioes tothe Soul, and ſuch | 
advances:to Reafon,: ſuch Rules of Piety and, 
Devotion ; azare no where elſe to, be found, 
and' which ſuit fo £3aQly with the Idea of 2 
Pure and Petfe&Being,, And in regard there, 
may be foe chiggOdifffault toiheunderſiog 
[| would tor the fee; and-graning-af.,, yIQF 
that Socicty-of Men ealled Chuiltians:,. their 
 matibevlal Jenco-and:prafiiee,!:; apdtathe Gol, 
den Bude ab Hibeewtors Lirgpenfis, Quad: xcbex 
ine/qud. ſemper nod uh Ow raters, 46, Feve ' yur 
dem” Carbuliciow: eff ;. Tik would have ſhewed 
kim x thouknd:Eetawd of times pal, and as 
many :fof- the: preſent $ -_deyiating gither 
Sorh the>L:frcet or: Publichdreterpaetation, of 
_ the Revenldd Will of Ged-- This wauld have 
extight; him-to: ayoid: the'Eerqurs af [Rowe . in 
tranſgrefling'ap :Apaſolics] Canon, by pray- 
ing the doar-of Knowledge from the.Pcople, 
forbidding Religions Qrders ro-Marry,. which 
s.-homowrable in all men; denying the Cup: 
to.. 


[187 


to 0 the LaietyJagiinſt: SAddriicion nd: pokia+- 


dice of - the firfiand beſt; Apes 'of Religion |. 


. ind the very Letters of the: Command, Drink. 

Je-all of this; - and'a many more which I (bail. 
J6riat upon: This wonkd havetaught hit 
WE avoid” the 'Criiel and Hnhumanc Divioicj 
of Calviniſts; which his:Grace Yafhesiwith':fo. 


much TFrutli and Juſtice; and thit'barbarous - 


Principles; #rid hortid- Praftices iof:iRubelling; 


Covenatitidg,/Afdciating;/Bichuding, 'roten+ 


ded Proteins,” whoaT@ſodivefthy! k 
to the-Intiocent Relipion: 'of thoſe - who -are 
Chriſts'Sheep” that they ate-onely a HerdinE 
Wol ved and Rowe: Beard andHiions/ und tho 


moſt- Savage Animals in Proteſtaar:Skine-vAnd 


it may -be: + would: have: led) \hinsined | 


the Commiinion of-the:Church of: 


the" molt *Cathvlick Society-pf-Mcinin-; yd 
world beth ir Do&rine and: Praftice;the beſt 
Chriſtians, and the beſt SubjeRs that: the Sun - 


' ſees in all his Travails round : the Univerſe ; 
and here would -Tleave my: [nquirer as in fafe 
hands, wiſhing all Mankind in the fame con» 
edition andcapacity of attaining Salvation,and- 

; the upthver of the God of love. -  -.: ;+, 
ZERO ITY Ymee -T1EY Whereas 


+ 


* [17] 

Whereas a Jew, -a Tark,, a Pagan, may 
all according to my: Lords Hypotheſis be fafe, 
fo long as they. believe in their own either 

wealt or obſtmate Reaſon , which:muſt nor. 
be impoſed upon ,\: for. fear 'of - Antichriſtia- 
nifm;chat they,are in the Right, and Worſhip 
God; and with his Craces pardon, even Ma. 
hemet himdcls; will lay as good a claim to. 
Heaven, at'this rate of arguing , as St. Peter 
and St. Paxl; and therefore 1 will leave this 
| arcerto bis ſeeoneand his better choughts. 
AK oat 2 | 
tin: theinext lia chink-the Maxime con- 
cemirigy- Perſecution: for Differences in Opi- 
nity concerning” 'Religion; and the fixing the 
CharaQer of Antichriftianifn upon all ſuch 
Prvſecations- of '/Diſſentersi,:-is' buile upon a: 
miſtake ofi-rhe Reaſon; Nature; and Neceſli-: 
| $4: of rhoſe Humane DIR? Feats Dillraters 


s: codon firſt bake ke wbdine; That nie 
thing the Profeſſory: and:Pratticersof. a. 

Religion purely for har Religion; whilſt to 
continue fu, 'by " innocently: ard ihob- 


fen-- 
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fenfyely: ing!l thiogoad the Civil Governavent, 
is real Perſecution, and truely Antichiiftian, is 
being -direly oppaſite to' Sy Spirit of-- chac. 
Religion; arid znpollible to be done bby any(bue- 


ſuch as areEvemics to that Raligion'; and thus' 


the Heathen: Pnipervurs of Rowe, and their 
ſubordinate Officers, wet? tmdly:Ptrſecytors, 
and the Privition Ah, SOL _—_ Te 
red. . f 

as v.41) the: o. 


Due Fe, J make. ial tobe te, 
that the puniſhing of Offenders » Whoſe 
Religian: s. 'GUe at yy ance: ohe- 
ly make 8 <ofour cor thewind- it;-t0- 

an. other Nefignes., {i adtratedy +5. 
fog: Juſt and: nevediany... May oe 
Qian - Goveenment:- endeavour; by Beagles 


to. 'binder Maheuntievifuct ac! P.aganiſne:' fiiows 
;olt- Chinfts -withoit being? An- 


 tichriſtian for ſo- doing ? Certainly this is a 
very illogical Principle, and fo far from o- 
verthrowibg 'that-:it i\theo Idgh 
Road ;£0- ehtabli it: : And if: MN 

axe. .to.' take cart by wertue of theis Office 
te: 0 @ypare the i nl] of the 5 - 


[39] .. 
© Pract and Happinefs' of their" People ;" 
they, "muſt. ds it "be Rewards' and 'Puniſh- 
Ents, 'theMethods of Heaven 3: better than 
W Nh ad SY would do well if he would 
© mn  Nhowing us, ,others., W what 
and wherein they candlt. "Naw ; f, Men 
ee Up. i cligions defizndive by Peace, 
erg es, Goveapaent, , Obedience FR 
Hap meſs of 5 of Humane Sqciety, not 
o oh ligion, | but Society 8-.came to 
Big, onc ins #, ' uylefs the Magiſtrate 
whos Sf Vixtute, © 7] Gods Viceger 

vi oe r NEW 6a | 
Fi >1. bop il [ doers,. and a: -EWATIG Er "ny 

THREE of ſuch doh 1 


o "Thin vt tal is,alſs wh Tan inks 

h bred. hath ; ., that, by. our ER ff ARNE, .N 

| | hs Is Hen 
iſfentery fl x Pe 

bro "which T nt ph 

his. Private . Opinion. - it Ia 


admratian fo wonder, how. his Grage, tp 
Kath had his ſhare in the preparation of 


D 2 _ thoſe 


bs Means." no, RS 
thoſe Laws (=; the Royal Aſſent,, | ſhould 
be ſo bar miſtaken, in the- nature and necel- - 


SS, «- i c++ 


43c is Sv Overt A As of "Sedltjo jon, | 

x Rebellion, a oof Ph IS 

Ph pretended. Reli ION, X which the Laws 
'EN; io, 0'0 obviate* of pre- 

£ vent, and. to uti if m en. be, ſo” 'wicked 

or mw > Roulth not to rake the Pe Cath that 

/ be to himſelf 


bo ey. exceed Ls 
which it is — Aa ant that the" - SM 
is not immediately at the _ Qpinion, which 

is pitied becauſe. FAG, and iddul; @ becauſe 
the * Aﬀertrs. are obſtinately Fooliſh, but at 
the praftical Conſequences, which by terrible 
Experietice have been, found to be”. fatal to 
the Prince 'and People, to the Peace and 
Proſperity of cheCommiunity: even that dread- 
ful aa: of _ tells us in the Title; that 


a * Z it 


[2 1] | 

(it. An AS to retain h _ IA i 
their due Obedience. | 

Lad 

oTa If thers be rele Lied axpinſ Papiſts, 
Prieſts, and Jeſuites , the reaſon of them was 

. for, their Turbulency , ' and'continual Unchry 

ſtian, Machinations againſt the Life of the 

...Prince, and. the Peace of the Nation, for > 
theic Dogtrines of the Lawfulneſs of Excom- 
mupicating , _Depoſic ing. , and even Maurde- 

ting . Soveraign Princes', . and diſpoſing of 

their . Realms and Dominions for preten- 

ded., Hereſie' e' or Incapacity : Doqriaes able 
tqruine, the whole Farth, and lay the Foun- 

dations.. of Eternal Miſchiefs to mankind. 

And: if. the Dilſenters, on *the'other hand, 

.. com lain . of the ſeyeri of *Penal Searutes, 

or \uffer by them, it is\Becauſe they/have 
acl beeh guilty of the” moſt horrible 

Crimes of Rebellion, and'the- moſt conſum- . 

mated Wickedneſs, in Murderihg' the Beſt 

of; Princes, and overtirning” 'the: Beſt of 
Governments ; it is becauſe the lewd'iPrin- 

ciples of Democracy are 'inconſiſtents with 


Monarchy , and contain in then The: Seeds 
: 91; up 


«it d, 
08: 
a 


roar 


of $edition, Rebellion, Anarchy, and 'Con-' 
fuſion : And though -in Chartty we may” 


conclyde \. that all Diſſenters. of different 


Perſwaſtons , are not. ſo: tainted* with the 


' worſt of. Principles, as to: become Rebels 
and Regicides ;, yet.there being aty abfolute- 
mpollibicy.co difinguiſh the Tnnbcene from 
the Criminal; ſince none wilt acknowledge 
themſflves ſuch, the Thnocent'tmaſt be con- 


tent, to- ſuffer with: the Criminal, __ 
cats. 


take of their Puniſhments, unteſs they 
make us Moms his. Windows, to:fre imo. 
their Flearts and Souls, not onely what they 
are, but what they wilt. or may be: Ari® 
to conclude this particular, I'dare confident- 
ly aver, That, neither the Intention of the 
Laws was to puniſh men for their different: 
Opinions,.. or that any have beeh, puniſhed: 
by virtue of any Penal or Capital Law , but- 
npon the account of the Political, not Re- 
| ligious. neceſſity , to- ſecure: the Peace vt: 

Safety of the Government. 'Ant if a Polit 
eal puniſhing the Diſturbers of <> 
Peace, Order, and Governtaent, be fo great 
a. Crime, as in his Graces. Opinion, tobe near- 


kn 


wv 
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--a+kin \to the Sin - againſt . the *HoJy 
Ghoſt, | and- to render men . Perfecutars 
and Antichriſtian ; the whole World , 
and- all Ages, Places, Tumes ,. Coyerp+ 
ments ,; and Governours ., muſt . have 
' been, are! and «will..be Antichriſtian- and 
Pepſecuring to the World end ;-even Dawid 

 and* Splpmroy. not. E ed ,-. the one the 
Wileſt, and.ithe-other the Baſk King,” being 
a man after |/Gods own Heart, 'And. how 
his Grage-will eſcape the laſh of his own 
 Cenline, 1 cantvy imagine, -who hach, 1 
preſume; 'oftergiven his Conſo#t to: penal 
Bills, - aud. may yet .ito others, for the 
{ecyring. the Perſon: of . his: Price, and 
the Peace of. bis Country Aram Religi- 
ons: Rawhaltle ,..and Ganventielipg. Blum 
derhutjcs, - as he's 11 duty bayud;: ag well * 
as from any other Irreligioys--Rpbgls. 
And upon the whole, if all thoſe who 
proſecute Diſſenters are Perſecutors, and 
3}, Perſecutors Antichriſtian z his Grace 
will be at a great loſs where to finde 
| any fort of People in the World that 
call themſelves Chriſtians, who-. by this- - 
| Logick 


—_— _ 
Logick may not be proved Antichriſtt- 
an. And: certainly this is a' notable way 
of Arguing Men and Athieſts into Re- 
ligion , to Jay that down as a Funda- 
mental Maxim , ' which' if admitted for 
Truth, will infallibly: prove there never 
was any true Religion in the World ; 
fince it is impoſlible to finde any Soct- 
ety or Government, - which hath not en- 
deayoured to preferve it ſelf by Re- 
wards and Puniſhments , -by Penal: and 
Capital Laws, againſt Uſurpers, Rebels, 
and | Seditious Perſons 'and Principles , 
though : never ſo fairly gilded over- with - 
fine and glittermg Titles of Holy 
agues, Holy Covenants,Gods Peopſe,and 
' Saints; Vizors, with which HI men have 
endeavoured to: conceal the moſt Flagiti- 
ous Crimes. ; 5 


Having: 


ved. 


Tn: 9nd 7 | : 

Having thus ſhortly run'over thetwd' hain 
chings, I hope we fhall wich more caſe” ſur- 
mount the thied, which ſeems, by being pur as 
che Sting in-che Tayl, to have been the efficienc 
Cauſe of the Book, which Logicians tell ns, 1s 
always firſt in Intention, though laſt in che Ex- 
ecution ; and that is, the necetlity of a Tolera- 
_ tion Forin truth, if Perſecution be really An-_ 
cichriftian, and no Man ought to be forced in - 
Religious Matters, then Toleration 1s , abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in order to the very Eſlence of 
being a Chriſtian, a good Man, and able Poli 
titian. ; | | 

Now if I be able to ſhew, that Toleration of - 
all Religions, 1s neither good Policicks nor Di- 
vinity ina Monarchy, -I think I ſhall have done 
with his Graces Paper ; and chis I belive tg un- 
prejudiced or undeſigning Perfons will nor ap- 
pear either difficult, or impoſſible to be pro- 
Firſt, therefore, It 1s ill Divinity, unleſs my 
Lords new Scheme of the Poſlibility of being 
| faved by the conduct of Humane Reaſon in 

any Religion which acknowledges a God, and 

teaches Morality, be granted for a Truth. And 
if it ſhould, I cannot ſee any manner of neceſ- 
ſity of Faith, or Chriſtian Religion, nor, accor- 


ding to this Divinity,was the Incarnation of the 
| Son 


3 (26) Rn” 
Son of God fo great a kindneſs to the World, 
as all Pious Men believe, if Men might go to 


| Heaven before this Stupendious Mercy was 


known to them, or may ſo ſtill by the help of 
that Inſtin&t which his Grace tells us is fo 
near a-kinto God ; and we muſt now after al- 
moſt 1700 Years come to queſtion the truth 
of Canonical Scripture, whuch aſſures us, there 
15no other Name under Heaven by which Sal- 
' vations to be obtained, but the glorious and 


_ the bleſſed: Name of Jeſus, the Saviour of the 


—_— ——_ i 77 | 

Again, It is moſt certain, that as there is but 

one God, ſo there is but one Faith, and one 
Truth. Whereas there are many Errours, and 
Doctrines of Devils in all dreſſes, even that of 
Chriſtian Religion. Now theſe wall all plead as 
ſtrongly for Tolcration and Liberty of Con- 
{cienceas the true Re:1gion,and upon my Lords | 

Hypotheſis will haveas undoubteda Rightto ir. 
So that the whole World muft be ſuffered to 
continue in damnable Errours and Hereſies, 
which they call Religion; and no Perſon un- 
der Penalty of being guilty of one of the great- 
'elt Crimes, and being Antichriſtian, muſt pu-. 
niſh them for their blaſphemous' Tenents, or 
charitably indeavour by the fear and terrour 
of Humane Laws and Penalrics, as well as by . 
| | | Reaſons 


oY 


—: (27) | 
Reaſons and Arguments,tooblige them to pro- = 
_ curea better information of their Underſtand- 
ing, and a clearer Notion' of theſe neceſſary 
Traths wherein they have been, by their folly 
_ and obſtinacy, mightily, 'and it may be long 
miſtaken, for want of the Rod of Correction to 
cure thern'of that folly which'is naturally bound 
up in the Hearts of the Childreniof Mens” © - 
Now if it be true as it: muſt; if: we: believe 
evety Word of God 1s true, That no Man 
can be faved, but by comming to the know- 
ledge of theTruth by Supernacural Revelation, 
and that-they muſt all be damned who believe 
a lie; that there 1s but one Name to give Sal- 
yation,, and one Truth to be believed: Is it 
not a very fine way of Icading Men to. that 
glorious Truthand Light, to tell them, all who 
- pretend to it have it, how far remote from it 
ſoever; and to render it almoſt morally im- 
poſſible, among ſo many authoriz'd Counter- 
feits, to find the real Truth ! Andis it nota cha- 
ritable Doctrine to give Men Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to go. headlong to the Deyil for God's 
ſake, without endeayouring to ſtop their Car-- 
| reer; when” we ſee them mounted upon the 
blackeſt and+ moſt furious Steeds of. danina- 
| ble Errours and Herefies? Will his Grace think 
it convenient to Tolerate the Conſcience of 
B 2 a 


TA - 

a .Calviniſt, who rides Whip and Spur upon 
the Pegaſus of lis Sanguinary Divinity, and 
has the blaſphemous impudence to compare 
Almighty. Mercy, which he ſays GodsRevealed 
Will feemas to offer to all, to be only like the 
Artifice of a little Verminecatcher, who baits 
his Trap with-it, only that by their refuſal, 

to which: they: are. precondemned,: by his le- 
 eret Will, he niay;have ſomething to ſay /a- 
gainſt them? And. werel at lcrfure to' write, 
or his Grace to-read, I could furniſh him with. 
a Bill of 1625 of this Nature, un the. Opinions 
of-0ur [ſeveral Difletters; longer then, a, Tay-. 
. Igr of the greateſt Faith ever . ruſted: a promii- 
ſjng Courner for.” Bur let this paſs only with, | 
chis Remark, that if;1r were for my: life, thas I 
indeavoured bidher to niakd 4 witty: Map: an A- 
ctheift,, or to prapagate:Atheifnr in; the: World, 
I. would dehre no other Fayour or Foundati- = 
on. bur 4 Tojeration of all Opinians, and Li- 
| berty of Conſcience 'to:effect wr = ++ 
 Noris Toleration worſe Divinity then Polt 
ticks. Icannetſay how it may ſtand with the 
Nacure of a Commenwealth, though, becauſe 
out: Repnblicans - are. {6 fond of; 1, one _ 
would think it calculated for their, Meridian ; 


but certainly, hor onely Reaſon, but dread- 
fal- Experience haveaflured us, it is inconſiſtenr | * 


with 


(29) 
with Monarchy. ; Nothing; car make a. Mo- 
- narchy Great and Auguſt, but: the Loye and 
Union of the People; and if his Grace will en- 
; quire of {ewis, the Fourteenth, he will informs 

him,: that is his Qpinion  and' indeed, no- 
thing begets greater Diviſions and: Ahindo- 
lirtes in a Kingdom, then Religious Feuds, 
which weaken 1ts Power at home, and Repu- 
tation. abroad; but- where theſe: diverſities in 
Opinion abour Religion, all mect as in a:Cen- 
| ter, in the Point of ' the: Lawfulneſs for the 
Sake, or Name, or Cauſe of Religion.; for - 
Subjects to. take up Arms, to Dethrone 'and . 
Afaſlinate privately, ot publickly to Murder - 
their Prince, and ſubverc the Government, as 
the Principles of all Covenanters, Afociators, - 
and Excluders.do, I appeal to all Crowned 
| Heads, to all Perſons who have any ſhare in 
Government, to all Miniſters of Stacc and Po- - 
_ liritians, nay, even to his Grace himſelf, whe- 
ther ſuch dangerous Principles, and Perſons 
Poiſoned with them, are not fo far from de- 
ſerving Toleration, as' to be: molt permicious - 
and intolerable in any Monarchy, that deſires, 
or expects to be ſafe. ©,1- 4:2 

- But what need we to argue from Reaſon, ' 
when Fact is ſo evident > Has not Indulgence, 
| | Toleration, 


—_—  .... 
Tolcration, and Liberty of Conſcience: mur- 
dered one! King, - ſet up-a'-thouſand Uſarpers; 
made England ſuffer a thouſand miſerics, and 
coſt this Nation many thouſand Lives, many 
Millions of Treaſure ! His Grace had a ſhare, 
' andalarge one; in the effects of that Liberty 
of Conſcience : It was a Confcientions Felton: 
that robbed him of a Noble Father, and the 
World of a moſt Illuſtrious Life; 1t was a 
Conſcientious Rebel that' flew Ins Brother; it 
was Conſcientious Rebels that Sequeſtred his 
. Eſtate, Impriſoned his Perſon, and would haye 
taken away his Life; and if he-has a mind to 
run the Gantlet again-through all thoſe Riſques 
of Fortune, I would recommend him to a 
Toleration, and Liberty of Conſcience, to gra- 
tifie his deſires; for I dare aſſure him, a Du- 
. cal Coronet is no more a Protection againſt 
- Conſcience, when once it takes the Field, then 
an Imperial Crown, -ora much hated, though 
Innocent, Mitre. | 


Were that late Rebellion onely the ſingle / 
. diſmal Extravagance -of Conſcience grown 
Frantick by Indulgence, or wantonly Cruel 
by too much Liberry, ſomething might be al- 
ledged in mitigation of us Crimes : - But it is 

| a 
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a Wild Creature in Diſſenters, whoſe Chain is 
no ſooner looſe, but 'it flies at the Throat of 
its Keeper.” And no Man can doubt of this, 
who refle&ts* upon the Troubles and Dangers 
| which have befallen our-late Sovereign, and 
His Illuſtrious Brother our moſt Gracious 
King, which muſt date their Ara from the 
laſt Indulgence; for no ſooner had the Dif- 
ſenters gained that Point, but they threw at 
all; and the good and loyal Subjects of the 
Church of England, the beſt Supporters of the 
Crown, being diſcouraged, the FaCtion grew 
Rampant to the higheſt Degrees of Inſolence 
| imaginable, and wanted bur little of puſhing 
on a more drcadful Revolution than that of 
Forty'one ; For who were the Petitioners, the 
Addreflers, the'Lite and Fortune Men, the A(- 
ſociators, the Excluſjoners, the Rye-houſe Con- 
ſpirators, but the great Friends to the Diflent- 
ers, to Liberty of Conſcience and Toleration ? 
And who were to aſſiſt theſe mighty Under- 
takers; but the Diſſenters, the Band of Penſ1o- 
ners to this pretended Conſcience ? And who- = 
ever Indulges thoſe who plead Conſcience, 
pens, ſecret Sally-portto: let: im Traytors dif- 
guiſed under the Name of Tender Conſcience, 
betrays a Principal Gate of the Goyernment 
| : ro 


= : 
to. his Enemies, and for one Conſcience really 
Tender, will find a thouſand as hard as Iron, 
and as ſharp as Steel,. and as mortal too, in a 
_ . Diſſenters Hand. And I cannot but infinitly 
admire at that Paſſage in the Epiſtle, where his 
Grace hopes a Conſideration of the Preſent State 
of this Kingdom, if it. could fink deep enough 
'. into Mens Hearts to make them endeavour, now, 
to promote a true Liberty of Conſcience, wauld 
make. the Nation happy ; or at his foreſecing, 
without pretending to Propheſie, that the con- 
 trary will terminate in a general Diſcontent, the 
diſpeopling of our Country , and the expoſing us 
70 the Conqueſt of a Foreign Nation. Whereas 
in Fact, as well as plain Reaſon, the direct 
coatrary is moſt evident, Diviſion hath ge- 
' nerally been the Fore-runner of the Fate of 
States and Kingdoms, and to give Men leave 
to. divide and ſub-divide into ten thouſand - 
Fractions, 1s the ready way to ſow the Seeds 


*- of Diſcords, Animoſitics, and cycrlaſting inte- 


| ſine Quarrels; to expoſe us perpetually to the 
' dangerous Confpiracies of Ambitious, Tur- 
 bulent, and Factious Republicans, and-to pur 
us into the next diſpoſition ro become a Prey 
either to Foreign Invaders, or DomeſtickUlur- 
FErs. It 15 the moſt undoubtred way to ruine 
all 
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all Religion,and put us out of the Proteftion 
of the Divine. Mercy and Goodneſs; It is the 
moſt compendious way to: ruin the Church 
of England, of whoſe ſtedfaſt Loyalty, and of 
whole abality. to ſupport the Crown, how de- = 
ſpicable or inconſiderable the Faction have 
_ endeayoured to render it, both his late Maje- 
ſy, and our. preſent Gracious King have had, 
and have owned too great Experience of, to 
be doubted or diſputed ; and ſhould that Pil- 
lar be taken from the Tfirone by Toleration, 
a .man- ſhall not need to Propheſy what the 
 Commonvwealth-Conſcience-men would do 

with the Monarch, and with the Monarchy ; 

nay, ſhould the Church of England be dif- 
countenanced and diſcouraged by Tolera- 
tion;ſo as to recede from its active Loyalty in 
oppoſing the Diſſenting Faction,no knowing | 
or obſerving man but muſt dread the cerri- - 
ble and unavoidable Conſequences of their 
betaking . themſelves to a paſſive Loyalty.; . 
and it is cafie to gueſs how deplorable a miſ- 
fortunc it would be to the King and Nation - 
to. be at - the Diſcretion and Mercy of the. 
Conſcience of the Faction. But God be praiſ- 
ed, who hath conducted his Majeſty to the 
Royal Throne , through the Tempeſtuous : . 
Sea of Aflotiating, — and Exclu- 


ding F 
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ins Conſciences, which hath given him a 


x 
- fufficient Experience how far he may truſt 


ther, and be fafe. And God be praifed, we 
have his Royal word, ' which we eſteem as fa- + 
cred and inviolable as the Laws of the Medes 
and Per/ians,for our comfort-and protection; 
nor 1s there any perſon, who hath rhe leaft 
ſparks of Generofiry himſelf, or 1s eyen at the 
 remoreſt diſtance acquainted with that glo- 
rious Character, which hath' rendred* him 
 ſoconfpicuous to the whole Earth, asa Prince 
_ ofthe moſt generous Conſtancy and Firmneſs 
to his word, but will believe it with as much 
Confidenceas humane certainty 1s capable of. 
-I have but three or four Words more to 
add to his Graces Queftions, and I ſhall 
herein follow his Method. mn | 
Firſt, Whether Jefus Chriſt, who himſelf 
taught and-practiced SabjeCtion to Govern- | 
ment, did not believe Soveraign Power had 
Authority to maintain the Order of Society 
| by Rewards and Puniſhmets and whether my 
Lord hath confidercd, .that ſpiritual Puniſh- 
ments are far more Rigorous.than Temporal; 
the Chains of Darkneſs, than humane Impri- 
ſonments; eternal Damnation, than pecuni- | 
' ary Penalties; Banithment from Heaven, than 
Exile upon Earth; Excommunication, than a 
- Petty. 
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petty Fine? And that therefore, whether he who 
would have men compelled by the'greareſt pu- 

niſhments, and the Terrors of them, to become 
Chriſtians, hath not done more to force men to 
be Religious, than all the Powers of the Earth 
ever have done,or ever can do? And laſtly, whe- 
ther by his Graces Maxime, he may not incur 
the horrid Conſequence of- proving even the 
 Apoſtlcs of Jeſus Chriſt, who teach this Do&trrme, 
to be Antichriſtian, and another nor fit to be 
named. For his Grace 1s to know, that the na- 
ture of, neither any Spiritual or Temporal Law, 
is purely Penal, but intended primarily to pre- 
yent the dafger it prohibits, and to puniſh only 
fecondanily, where 1t meers not with that firſt 
efte&t ; and yet the dread of Puniſhment 1s the 
only force that can affett humane Nature; nor 
do humane Laws pretend to inforce any other 
way, than according to the Methods preſcribed 
- and practiced by the moſt Wiſe God; and 
even yet, this force 1s alſo the higheſt Reaſon: 

Secondly, Whether there being a hundred 
Monarchies happy without Toleration and Li- 
| berty of Conſcience, to one Republick that at- 
lows it with Reſtriction, and whoſe future Fate 
we are ignorant of;and whether that may not in 
' time prove its ruin; it be.not a hundred to one, 
that a Monarchy ſhall be more flouriſhing, - 
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| Thiedhe $ hot 
b:- = wheeher: a*mgans he | *OELALD. 4 
£ © Religions? Fill-be ww; a -or-of none; at all 31 
: - -An&*t0! conclude with,my Friendly.adviges .- 
Let al-men-cheriſh,promote and: propagate ahae v : 
Religion, which: renders them the beſt Subjects / | 
to-God and the King ; and endeavour t0:agh> 
varce - as; many. as they an, by. their: Reaſors 4 
and their Vartue., \'and;-by. all; lawful ways: to 1 
dilequrage:: Rebellion and*Seaaorn;yDiftog- | 
aley, and Faction.,; let their Clamours' be-aever * 
5 va & againſt Perfecution,- and for! Tolcrariy * 4 

AlN Liberty, of Conſcience tuader;pretence: | 
of: Religion. For aflurcdly. this Natgn -thall;” 3 ; 


ELIT LY 
; b 


never be happy ſo long as, thoſe, Whoſe Prin-. * 
ciples. lead them. to cutting ..of Thrgats, for, | 
Coaſince-fake, make ſuch a ſtr-for the Lt-- | 
berry of Conſcicnec. . Nor will-any thing con- 1 
. tribute more to our Peace and Safety. than:ta- 
| king the: Wife mans counſcl,” My ſon; fear, thou 
the Lord and the: King, and meddle not mith thoſe | 
_— 20. are.giuertto harige,: for. their calamity ſhall 
| 00 putter and who knoweth eras *: the: | 
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